
“Promoting a healthy economy and strong communities”

April 16, 2001

The Honorable Sarah Palin, Mayor
City of Wasilla
290 E. Herning Avenue
Wasilla, Alaska 99654-7091

Dear Mayor Palin:

We have completed technical review of the April 10, 2001 petition by the City of Wasilla for
annexation of approximately 313 acres.  Based on that review, it has been determined that the
form and content of the petition are in substantial compliance with the requirements of law.
Therefore, the petition is hereby accepted for filing.

Because only the Commission has authority to relax procedural regulations, we will bring your
request for expedited processing of the petition to the Commission’s attention.  As stated on the
notice of filing of the petition, we have also invited public comment on your request for
expedited processing of the petition.  Unless public comment on the matter of relaxation of
relaxation of procedural regulations suggests that such relaxation would be inappropriate in this
case, we will recommend that such relaxation be granted pursuant to 3 AAC 110.590 and 3 AAC
110.660.

Outlined below are the procedural steps applicable to the type of petition filed by the City of
Wasilla (see 3 AAC 110.590).  Included in the outline is our specific proposal to relax or
suspend certain procedural steps regarding this particular annexation proposal.  Unless legitimate
concerns relating to your proposal for relaxation of the regulations from the public or others, we
will recommend that the Commission accommodate your request as outlined below.  The
deadline for expressing concerns about the proposed relaxation or suspension of the regulations
is June 8, 2001, as noted in the notice concerning this matter.

Public Notice of the Petition and Relaxation of Regulations.  Public notice of the filing of the
petition must be given in accordance with 3 AAC 110.450.  This requires the City to take the
steps outlined below.  All of these steps concerning the steps should be accomplished by April
26, 2001.  The June 8, 2001 deadline for the filing of responsive briefs and objections to the
relaxation of the regulations as listed in the notice of the filing of the petition was set with the
presumption that the notice would be posted and first published no later than April 20, 2001.
Specific requirements are as follows:
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1. Post the enclosed notice of the filing of the petition at the following locations within the areas
proposed for annexation, including the following:

•  Along North Hurley Loop Road;
•  East Palmer-Wasilla Highway – Milepost 15.75 at Wasilla Lake;
•  East Parks Highway – Milepost 40.75;
•  At the intersection of Neuser Drive/Museum Drive and Beacon Street on the

rear and one side of Tax Parcel 17N01W12A013;
•  At the Intersection of the Parks Highway and Seward Meridian Parkway;
•  At mile 39.25 the East Parks Highway;
•  South Carson Street, across from the Walmart Driveway Entrance;
•  At the terminus of East Beech Way;
•  On two sides of Tax Parcel 17N01W12B016

 
 Once the notices are posted, they should be inspected to ensure that they remain posted for at
least 14 consecutive days as required by 3 AAC 110.450(a)(2).

 
2. Post the notice in those locations within the existing corporate boundaries of the City listed in

Exhibit D of the petition, including the Wasilla U.S. Post Office, Wasilla City Hall and the
Wasilla Library.  Again, notices posted in this regard must remain posted for at least 14
consecutive days.

 
3.  Publish the notice at least once each week for three consecutive weeks in The Frontiersman.

The notice must be published in a display format of no less than two column inches by six
inches long.  To facilitate publication of the notice, we will arrange for the notice to be
published as noted above in The Frontiersman with the first publication occurring no later
than April 20, 2001.  Since it is the petitioner’s responsibility to publish the notice, we will
arrange for the City of Wasilla to be billed directly for publication of notice of the filing of
the petition.

4. Mail or hand deliver a copy of the notice to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Office at Palmer
and to all municipalities having jurisdictional boundaries within an area extending up to 20
miles beyond the boundaries of the territory proposed for annexation. Thus, a copy of the
notice must be provided to both Matanuska-Susitna Borough Manager John Duffy and
Planning Director Sandy Garley, the City of Palmer and the City of Houston.

In addition to the steps to be taken by the City, this office will arrange for notice of the petition
and the proposed relaxation of regulations to be published in the State of Alaska Online Public
Notice website.  We will also send a copy of the notice to the members of the Local Boundary
Commission.

Availability of Petition to Public.  As required by 3 AAC 110.460, a full set of petition
documents, including responsive and reply briefs, must also be made available for public review
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at Wasilla City Hall during regular business hours beginning with the first date of publication of
the notice.  These materials must remain available through the last date on which the Local
Boundary Commission can reconsider its decision in this matter.

Service of Petition. 3 AAC 110.460 requires that every municipality within an area extending 20
miles beyond the boundaries of the territory proposed for annexation be served with one compete
set of petition documents.  The petition must be served on the same municipalities to whom you
provided notice of the filing of the petition under 3 AAC 110.450.  Service of the petition must
be accomplished within 25 days of the receipt of this letter.

Additional Copies of the Petition & Proof of Notice and Service.  In accordance with 3 AAC
110.470, the City must provide the following to the Department within 50 days of the receipt of
this letter:

1. A sworn affidavit that the notice, service and deposit requirements of 3 AAC 110.450 -
3 AAC 110.460 have been satisfied.  An affidavit form is attached for your use.

 
2. You have already provided six complete sets of the petition documents.  Therefore additional

copies are not required.

DCED Report and Recommendation.  3 AAC 110.590(d) provides that the Local Boundary
Commission may, in its discretion, modify the departmental report requirement for a petition
proposing annexation of adjacent property by unanimous consent of voters and property owners,
as is the case here.  Accordingly, we will propose that the Commission suspend or relax the
following provisions:

1.  That instead of draft and final DCED staff reports required by 3 AAC 110.530, one
abbreviated report will be issued by DCED three weeks prior to the date of a teleconferenced
public hearing on the petition.

 
2.  That since there will be no separate final report issued at least 21 days prior to the public

hearing, written comments on the consolidated report may be submitted until at least one
week prior to the public hearing.  DCED will respond to any comments on the consolidated
report at the public hearing.

Public Hearing.  3 AAC 110.590(c) provides that the Local Boundary Commission may relax,
reduce or eliminate the notice requirements of 3 AAC 110.450 - 3 AAC 110.470 if the
Commission determines that a shortened or less expensive method of public notice is reasonably
designed to reach all interested persons.

Unless compelling reasons for not doing so are raised, we will propose that the Commission
suspend or relax the provision so that the notice of the public hearing will be published one time
instead of three times.
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3 AAC 110.590(d) allows the Commission to modify the requirements for the Commission
public hearing.  Unless substantive issues are raised against such a recommendation, we will
propose that the Commission conduct a hearing on this matter by teleconference.

Implementation.  It is our interpretation that provisions of 3 AAC 110.580 relating to
reconsideration do not apply in this instance.  The proposed annexation would become effective
after Local Boundary Commission approval and receipt of evidence of preclearance under
provisions of the Federal Voting Rights Act as provided by 3 AAC 110.630.

If you have any questions or desire additional information concerning any of these matters,
please call Gene Kane at 269-4557.

Cordially,

Patrick K. Poland
Director

Enclosures:
1. Public Notice of the Filing of the Petition (ten copies)
2. Distribution list for service of petition
3. Form for affidavit of notice, service and deposit of petition

cc: Local Boundary Commission



AFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE, SERVICE AND DEPOSIT OF PETITION TOAFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE, SERVICE AND DEPOSIT OF PETITION TOAFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE, SERVICE AND DEPOSIT OF PETITION TOAFFIDAVIT OF NOTICE, SERVICE AND DEPOSIT OF PETITION TO
ANNEX APPROXIMATELY ANNEX APPROXIMATELY ANNEX APPROXIMATELY ANNEX APPROXIMATELY 313 ACRES TO THE CITY OF WASILLA313 ACRES TO THE CITY OF WASILLA313 ACRES TO THE CITY OF WASILLA313 ACRES TO THE CITY OF WASILLA

I,  ____________________________________,  being first duly sworn on oath,

depose and state that:

On the  __________  day of  _________________________,  2001, the notice

titled “PUBLIC NOTICE (1) PETITION TO ANNEX APPROXIMATELY 313

ACRES TO THE CITY OF WASILLA AND (2) PROPOSAL TO RELAX

REGULATIONS IN THIS CASE” a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1,

was posted at the following public and prominent locations within the territory

proposed for annexation:

•  Along North Hurley Loop Road;
•  East Palmer-Wasilla Highway – Milepost 15.75 at Wasilla Lake;
•  East Parks Highway – Milepost 40.75;
•  At the intersection of Neuser Drive/Museum Drive and Beacon Street on

the rear and one side of Tax Parcel 17N01W12A013;
•  At the Intersection of the Parks Highway and Seward Meridian Parkway;
•  At mile 39.25 the East Parks Highway;
•  South Carson Street, across from the Walmart Driveway Entrance;
•  At the terminus of East Beech Way;
•  On two sides of Tax Parcel 17N01W12B016.

2. On the  _________  day of  _________________________,  2001, the notice

described in paragraph 1 above was posted at the following public and prominent

locations within the within the existing boundaries of the City of Wasilla:

 Wasilla City Hall
 Wasilla Library

 Wasilla Post Office

3. The notice posted at each of the places listed in paragraphs 1 and 2 above

remained posted for at least 14 consecutive days from the first day of posting.
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4. On the  __________  day of  _________________________,  2001, a copy

of the petition for annexation was mailed or hand delivered to each of the

following parties.

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

5. Notice of the filing of the petition was published in the Frontiersman in a

display ad format of no less than two columns wide and no less than six

inches long at least once each week for three consecutive weeks on the

following dates:

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

The publishers’ affidavits of publication or other evidence of publication in the

Frontiersman is attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 2.

7. On the  __________  day of  _________________________,  2001, the

notice described in paragraph 1 was mailed or hand delivered to the parties

described on the list attached to this affidavit as Exhibit 3.
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8. On the  __________  day of  _________________________,  2001, a full set

of petition documents was made available for public review at the office of the

City of Wasilla during normal working hours.  The City of Wasilla understands

its obligation to accommodate specific requests for public review of the

petition documents at reasonable times in the evening and on weekend days.

The City of Wasilla also understands its obligations to add materials as they

are filed in this matter, to those available for public review at the Office of the

City of Wasilla.  The documents will remain available for public review through

the last date on which the Local Boundary Commission may reconsider its

final decision on the petition under 3 AAC 110.580.

____________________________________
SIGNATURE OF AFFIANT

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS __________ DAY OF
____________________, 2001.

_________________________________
Notary Public
My Commission expires: _____________

ATTACHMENTS:
Exhibit 1 "PUBLIC NOTICE - (1) PETITION TO ANNEX APPROXIMATELY

313 ACRES TO THE CITY OF WASILLA; AND (2) PROPOSAL
TO RELAX REGULATIONS IN THIS CASE”

Exhibit 2 Publishers’ affidavits of publication or other evidence of
publication of the notice of filing in The Frontiersman

Exhibit 3 List of names and addresses to whom the the petition was mailed
or hand delivered.



DISTRIBUTION LIST
SERVICE OF ANNEXATION PETITION

BY THE CITY OF WASILLA

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Manager John Duffy
350 East Dahlia
Palmer, Alaska 99645

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Director Cindy Garley
350 East Dahlia
Palmer, Alaska 99645

Tom Healy
City of Palmer
231 West Evergreen
Palmer, Alaska 99645

Suzann Ward
City Clerk
City of Houston
P.O. Box 940027
Houston, Alaska 99694



Pastor Lawrence Golden
Wasilla Lake Church of the Nazarene
2001 Palmer-Wasilla Highway
Wasilla, Alaska 99654

William Latrop
P.O. Box 770005
Eagle River, Alaska 99577

Tom Gibbons
Senior Site Acquisition Manager
Fred Meyer of Alaska
P.O. Box 42121
Portland, Oregon 97242-0121

Katherine T. Hurley
P.O. Box 87057
Wasilla. Alaska 99687

Edith Diane Erickson
Box 775
Huron, South Dakota 57350

Armand Nyborg
P.O. Box 200311
Anchorage, Alaska 99520

Kim Rice, P.E.
State of Alaska D.O.T.P.F
P.O. Box 196900
Anchorage, Alaska 99519-6900

Mark and Stacie Stigar
Box 9895
Palmer, Alaska 99645

Museum of Alaska Transportation and History
Wasilla, Alaska 99654

Paul and Kari Johnson
910 Northshore Drive
Wasilla, Alaska 99654


